
Saint Katherine of Siena, Virgin, Doctor ● 
on Wednesday of the 3rd week of Eastertide 

Vespers (Evening Prayer) 

Introduction  

O God, come to my assistance. 
 Lord, make haste to help me. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia. 

Hymn 

 



 

 

Psalm 126 

Gladness and hope in the Lord 

Your sorrow will be turned to joy, alleluia. 
 
When the LORD brought back the exiles of Sion, 
we thought we were dreaming. 
Then was our mouth filled with laughter; 
on our tongues, songs of joy. 

Your sorrow will be turned to joy, alleluia. 
 
Then the nations themselves said, “What great deeds 
 the LORD worked for them!” 
What great deeds the LORD worked for us! 
Indeed, we were glad. 

Your sorrow will be turned to joy, alleluia. 
 
Bring back our exiles, O LORD, 
as streams in the south. 
Those who are sowing in tears 
will sing when they reap. 

Your sorrow will be turned to joy, alleluia. 
 

They go out, they go out, full of tears, 
bearing seed for the sowing; 
they come back, they come back with a song, 
bearing their sheave 

Your sorrow will be turned to joy, alleluia. 
 
 

 

 



 

 

Psalm 127 

Without the Lord, we labor in vain 

Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s, alleluia. 

If the Lord does not build the house, 
 in vain do its builders labor; 
if the Lord does not watch over the city, 
 in vain does the watchman keep vigil. 

In vain is your earlier rising, 
 your going later to rest, 
you who toil for the bread you eat, 
 when he pours gifts on his beloved while they slumber. 

Truly sons are a gift from the Lord, 
 a blessing, the fruit of the womb. 
Indeed the sons of youth 
 are like arrows in the hand of a warrior. 

O the happiness of the man 
 who has filled his quiver with these arrows! 
He will have no cause for shame 
 when he disputes with his foes in the gateways. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be for ever. Amen. 

Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s, alleluia. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Canticle (Colossians 1) 

From him, through him and in him all things exist: glory to him for ever, 
alleluia. 

Let us give thanks to the Father 
for having made you worthy 
to share the lot of the saints 
in light. 

He rescued us 
from the power of darkness 
and brought us 
into the kingdom of his beloved Son. 
Through him we have redemption, 
the forgiveness of our sins. 

He is the image of the invisible God, 
the first-born of all creatures. 
In him everything in heaven and on earth was created, 
things visible and invisible. 

All were created through him; 
all were created for him. 
He is before all else that is. 
In him everything continues in being. 

It is he who is head of the body, the church; 
he who is the beginning, 
the first-born of the dead, 
so that primacy may be his in everything. 

It pleased God to make absolute fullness reside in him 
and, by means of him, to reconcile everything in his person, 
both on earth and in the heavens, 
making peace through the blood of his cross. 

Glory to the Father and to the Son, 
 and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
 and will be for ever. Amen. 

From him, through him and in him all things exist: glory to him for ever, 
alleluia. 

 
 



 

Short Reading 

1 Corinthians 7:32,34 

 

An unmarried man can devote himself to the Lord’s affairs, all he need 
worry about is pleasing the Lord. In the same way an unmarried woman, 
like a young girl, can devote herself to the Lord’s affairs; all she need worry 
about is being holy in body and spirit. 
 
 

Short Responsory 

 

 

The virgins come before the king. They sing for joy. Alleluia, alleluia. 
– The virgins come before the king. They sing for joy. Alleluia, alleluia. 
They are led into the temple of the king. 
– The virgins come before the king. They sing for joy. Alleluia, alleluia. 
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
– The virgins come before the king. They sing for joy. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
 
 
 

  



 

Canticle 

Magnificat 

My soul rejoices in the Lord 

At all times and in all places, Catherine sought God. She found him and was 
united to him in love, alleluia. 

 
At all times and in all places, Katherine sought God. She found him and was 
united to him in love, alleluia. 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Prayers and intercessions 

 

Christ extolled those who practiced virginity for the sake of the kingdom. 
Let us praise him joyfully and pray to him: 
– Jesus, example of virgins, hear us. 

Christ, you presented the Church to yourself as a chaste virgin to her 
spouse, 
 keep her holy and inviolate. 
– Jesus, example of virgins, hear us. 

Christ, the holy virgins went out to meet you with their lamps alight, 
 keep the fidelity of your consecrated handmaids burning brightly. 
– Jesus, example of virgins, hear us. 

Lord, your virgin Church has always kept its faith whole and 
untarnished, 
 grant all Christians a whole and untarnished faith. 
– Jesus, example of virgins, hear us. 

You have given your people joy in celebrating the feast of your holy 
Virgin Katherine of Siena, 
 give us constant joy through her intercession. 
– Jesus, example of virgins, hear us. 

You have admitted the holy virgins to your marriage banquet, 
 in your mercy lead the dead to your heavenly feast. 
– Jesus, example of virgins, hear us. 

 
 
 
 

  



 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. 
 Thy will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us, 
and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.  
Amen 

 
 

Let us Pray. 
Almighty God, you made Saint Katherine of Siena 
 a contemplative lover of the Lord’s sufferings 
 and an ardent servant of your church. 
Grant through her prayer 
 that your people may be united to Christ in his mystery, 
 and rejoice for ever in the revelation of his glory. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
 who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
 one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 

May the Lord bless us, protect us from all evil, and bring us to everlasting 
life. 
Amen. 
 


